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“Learning together, to be the best we can be” 
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1. Intent - What are we trying to achieve 
through our curriculum? 

 
1.1. ‘One of the first steps on the civic journey is the education system.  Education 

should help young people become active citizens once they understand their 
role within society and how they can go about improving it.’   

The Ties that Bind – House of Lords Report on Citizenship 2018. 
 

1.2. Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education underpins our curriculum and 
permeates throughout and together with equal opportunities is an integral 
feature of all aspects of the life of our school; of the formal curriculum, the 
informal curriculum and the ‘hidden’ curriculum; it is implicit in teaching 
strategies and approaches, the quality of relationships and the ethos of our 
school.  
 

1.3. 'Tolerance' is a small-step on the road to a prejudice-free society and, as such, 
whilst it remains a term in government documentation, we help our pupils to 
learn and therefore have knowledge of how to positively embrace and 
celebrate diversity and equality.  

 
1.4. We teach our pupils to understand the concepts of intolerance and tolerance 

and we place greater value on embracing and celebrating so that our pupils 
are well-equipped to challenge stereotypes now and in the future.  

 
1.5. Our pupils learn what it means to be tolerant and we pride ourselves in the 

fact that they will not just be taught to ‘put up with it’. We want our pupils to 
be leaders in tackling prejudice and abuse.  

 
1.6. We want our pupils to be recognised global citizens because they embrace, 

enrich and celebrate their own beliefs and those of others, accepting these 
may be different, within the context of their school community, their local area 
and far beyond. 

 
1.7. Our curriculum design provides opportunity for pupils to learn these concepts, 

develop and grow their views and importantly learn how to positively and 
respectfully challenge others views. Ultimately, we want our pupils to be well-
informed so that they can be positive role models to influence those around 
them as they transition into adulthood. 

 
1.8. We go beyond 'tolerance' at Pennine View; instead, we promote 

acceptance, celebration so that our pupils can embrace differences.  
 

1.9. Together, we can and will empower our pupils to take on the world. 
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2. Implementation – How is our curriculum 
delivered? 

 
2.1. Our curriculum is planned around six whole school themes that incorporate 

key SMSC values that are relevant to life in the 21st century. It is SMSC which 
drives our curriculum, through the delivery of whole school themes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.2. The key skill base to our curriculum is Oracy and Oracy skills are explicitly 
taught throughout our curriculum. Oracy is a key skill for our pupils to enable 
them to be active articulate citizens: 
 

2.3. Oracy is the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding and engage with 
others through spoken language, within and beyond school. Oracy is a 
powerful tool for learning; it empowers pupils to have a better understanding 
of themselves, others and the world around them. Through the development 
of Oracy skills at Pennine View, we will support children to be able to develop 
healthy, positive relationships and make and keep friends.  Pupils will express 
themselves confidently which will enable them to thrive and also navigate 
conflicts in their relationships in a positive and productive way. 

 
2.4. The structure of the curriculum embraces three progressive learning pathways: 

Experience, Express and Assert. The value of this approach enables our pupils 
to develop automaticity and independence to be successful learners.  

2.5. At the EXPERIENCE level, pupils should encounter learning in a range of 
contexts and be given opportunities to observe, explore and play.  This stage 
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is about experiencing new concepts and ideas through play and exploration. It 
is about being creative and curious. It is about encouraging pupils to ask 
questions. We encourage pupils to take themselves on their own journeys of 
discovery. Role play, continuous provision and creative activities are the 
vehicles for learning. Learning is implicitly linked to the whole-school themes 
through careful selection of resources and experiences. We take every 
opportunity to support learning in real life situations through visits and visitors. 
Staff are enablers and facilitators of learning at this stage through questioning, 
and modelling awe and wonder at the world. This is the foundation for 
empowering our pupils to take on the world. 

 
2.6. At the EXPRESS level, pupils should encounter learning in a range of contexts 

and be supported to be able to develop and express their own opinions across 
the curriculum.  This stage is about experimenting with concepts and ideas. It 
is about being courageous and innovative.  It is about encouraging pupils to 
find their own voice and develop their identity.  We encourage pupils to respect 
and accept others’ opinions and individuality.  Drama, communities of inquiry 
and immersive experiences are the vehicles for learning. We take every 
opportunity to extend learning in real life situations through visits and visitors. 
Staff are facilitators of pupil-led learning at this stage through challenge and 
support, and creating a safe environment for every pupil to express 
themselves. This is the platform for empowering our pupils to take on the 
world. 

 
2.7. At the ASSERT level, pupils should build on previous learning in a range of 

contexts, explicitly learning about a range of local and global issues and be 
supported to be able to assert and justify their own opinions across the 
curriculum.  This stage is about flexibility and refinement of concepts and 
ideas, with pupils being able to debate and reflect, ready to change their minds 
or hold their ground. It is about being confident and self-aware.  It is about 
encouraging pupils to have conviction in their own views and the voice to 
communicate clearly.  We encourage pupils to respect and accept others’ 
opinions and individuality but understand how to respectfully disagree.  Drama, 
debate, communities of inquiry and real experiences are the vehicles for 
learning. We take every opportunity to extend learning in real life situations 
through visits and visitors and the media. Staff are facilitators of pupil-led 
learning at this stage, providing opportunities for pupils to become experts in 
concepts, refine their ideas and demonstrate clear understanding of the 
knowledge and skills they have learned. Our pupils are now empowered to 
take on the world. 

 
2.8. Teaching is contextualised and current and therefore pupils are engaged and 

excited about their learning. Real life examples are used as a rich resource to 
stimulate thinking, questioning, communicating and learning. 
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3. Impact – What difference will our 
curriculum make? 
 
3.1. Our pupils will develop their skills, confidence and self-esteem so that they 

can be successful in their next stages of education and in their adult life. Our 
pupils will develop healthy, positive relationships and know how to make and 
keep friends.  Our pupils will be able to express themselves confidently which 
will enable them to thrive and also navigate conflicts in their relationships in 
a positive and productive way. 
 

3.2. Our pupils will: 
 

 Be able to communicate with others 
 Learn skills of team work 
 Be inquisitive through the use of questioning 
 Show resilience 
 Learn from mistakes 
 Be creative in their thinking 
 Think through consequences before making decisions 
 Be motivated and approach tasks in a positive way 
 Have high aspirations 
 Believe in themselves 

 
3.3. Together, we can and will empower our pupils to take on the world. 

 
3.4. Community 

 

3.4.1. Our pupils will be supported to become active and positive members of 
society and of their communities.  The understanding of our lives, our 
communities and the UK social class system are imperative for social 
mobility.  Only 6% of adults with Special Education Needs in the UK are in 
employment. Our pupils will be able to confront the issues of their daily 
lives and will have the tools to be able to combat these. Our pupils will 
develop qualities and experience successes which will enable them to be 
the best that they can be – responsible citizens who can take on the world! 
 

3.5. Diversity 
3.5.1. If our pupils are to be responsible global citizens then they need an 

understanding of their place in our world, how history has shaped modern 
society and how the rich diversity of our communities add to our shared 
cultural experiences. We are more special than one in a million: Each of 
us is 1 in 7.8 billion and our connections are what make us who we are. 

3.6. Truth and Lies 
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3.6.1. We want our pupils to be honest and trustworthy citizens and, just as 
we need to teach them how to count or have a conversation, we need to 
teach them how to tell the truth, the importance of doing this and the 
implications of telling lies.  We also need to teach them how to recognise 
truth and lies including in Social Media. Pupils need to understand that in 
the media, there are many examples of fake news. Pupils need to be able 
to identify fake stories and bias that affect current society and distort 
history. We want pupils to make their own informed choices based on 
accurate information.  
 

3.7. Fairness 
3.7.1. We want our pupils to be responsible, knowledgeable, well-informed 

citizens. This topic allows us to develop the concept of 'fairness': how we 
can consider other people and develop compassion in our pupils. This 
includes teaching about fair trade and the impact we can have through the 
choices we can make on people around the world, including 
children. Through teaching about fair trade, we can help our pupils to 
understand how our actions can affect other people, and support them 
to see themselves as people of the world.  
 

3.8. Our World 
3.8.1. A clean environment is vital to not only our own healthy living but the 

survival of all living things. Our environment is under threat and this is an 
urgent issue. Our pupils will leave Pennine View with an awareness and 
understanding of the effects of our actions upon the environment locally, 
nationally and globally.  We have one home, one planet, and it is the duty 
of all of us to ensure we do our best as caretakers of our world for the 
generations to come. 
 

3.9. Pride and Identity 
3.9.1. For every young person to be prepared for life in modern Britain, it is 

vital that our curriculum reflects the full diversity of the world they live in. 
LGBT+ inclusive teaching at Pennine View ensures that LGBT+ children 
and young people, and also those with LGBT+ families, see themselves 
reflected in what they learn. It encourages all our pupils to grow up and 
leave school with inclusive and accepting attitudes ready for adulthood.   

 
 
 
 


