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Friday, 07 April 2017 

 
 
Dear parents/carers, 

Academisation of Pennine View 

As you will remember, when Ofsted inspected Pennine View in June 2016, the school 

received a judgement of “inadequate”. The result of this was that the Secretary of State 

for Education issued an academy order, instructing Doncaster Council and the Pennine 

View Governing Body that the school must convert to an academy. This is now the 

established process in England for all schools who receive an “inadequate” Ofsted 

judgement, where they are not already an academy.  

Schools in England that haven’t converted to become an academy are called “local 

authority maintained schools”. Pennine View is currently a local authority maintained 

school, under the jurisdiction of Doncaster Council. Where more than 1 academy is part 

of the same organisation, this is called a Multi Academy Trust. 

Because Pennine View is judged to be failing, the Department for Education have 

responsibility for identifying an existing Multi Academy Trust to assume responsibility 

for the school and converting it into an academy, replacing the role that Doncaster 

Council currently has. 

The process of a Multi Academy Trust converting an inadequate local authority 

maintained school into an academy is called “sponsorship”. An existing Multi Academy 

Trust is now required to “sponsor” Pennine View and incorporate the school into their 

structures. 

The Department for Education, in agreement with Doncaster Council, have agreed for 

Nexus Multi Academy Trust (MAT) to be the sponsor for Pennine View. This means that, 

within the next 6 months (approx.), Pennine View will become an academy which is 

part of Nexus MAT. 

Nexus MAT was formed in June 2016 by 3 special schools in Rotherham. We have been 

working with the school leadership team since September 2016 to help them in their 

improvements following the Ofsted inspection and - as you are already aware - Mrs. 
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Luci Windle has been appointed as Interim Executive Headteacher since 1st November 

to increase leadership capacity at the school. 

Mrs Windle is also Headteacher of Abbey School, which was one of the founding 

academies of Nexus MAT, and her appointment was agreed by the Governing Body of 

Pennine View. Because she is Headteacher over 2 schools, her role is termed “Executive 

Headteacher”. This arrangement has had a really positive impact already on the school 

during this half term, with governors and Doncaster Council impressed with the impact 

Mrs. Windle has made. Given this - and following the departure of the previous 

Headteacher Mrs. Barker-Carr - governors have agreed to continue with Mrs. Windle as 

Headteacher until the end of this school year. I aim to advertise the Headteacher post 

in the spring with the intention of appointing a permanent Headteacher for September 

2017. 

As part of the Ofsted inspection, the governing body were criticised and a further, more 

detailed review (commissioned by the Chair of governors) has outlined the extent of 

improvements required so that governors can evidence they are meeting their statutory 

duties. 

Given the improvement work required by the school and the essential need for tight, 

effective governance to be in place right now: I have agreed with Doncaster Council 

that an Intervention Board will be put in place with immediate effect, which will assume 

the statutory decision making powers of the governing body. 

This gives all of us an assurance that the work of school leaders to improve provision 

will be subject to regular, intense scrutiny. John Coleman (Nexus MAT Vice Chair) will 

chair the intervention board, and the current chair of governors will be included in its 

membership, alongside a representative from Doncaster Council. John is not paid for his 

work for Nexus MAT, and will not be paid for his role as chair of the Intervention Board. 

I think that the Pennine View governing body should be credited for their willingness to 

have an external review and when I meet with governors I see a collective who have 

the school’s best interests at heart. Given this, we will continue to have a governing 

body – with the same membership as before – who will act as both an advisor to the 

Intervention Board and will also continue to meet to hold the school – and now Nexus 

MAT – leadership to account. A development plan for governors will help track 

improvements. 
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At the point Pennine View is evidentially and sustainably “Good” in all areas, the school 

will revert to a model of local governance that has the power to take decisions with 

delegated authority from the Trust. In the interim period whilst the governing body acts 

in an advisory capacity, I would expect them to play an active role in our recruitment 

efforts for a permanent Headteacher. 

Every Multi Academy Trust behaves differently in the way in which it sponsors another 

school. Whilst there are improvements which must be made at Pennine View, I have 

made a personal commitment to do all I can to build on the school’s many strengths 

and ensure that children and young people are at the heart of every decision we take 

and every line of action we follow over the coming days, weeks and months. It is 

absolutely right that the school changes to ensure that children and young people get 

the best education they can: that is both our biggest responsibility and also our greatest 

privilege. I expect no less from any school in Nexus MAT. 

However, the way in which the school changes will be informed by the school 

leadership, who in turn will be challenged by effective governance to have the highest 

of aspirations. I believe in diversity and that an excellent school becomes so because it 

has its own character. Therefore, Nexus will not be imposing a specific approach or 

model of teaching at Pennine View. Pennine View will be a good school that has a 

unique offer and way of working that enriches what we offer in Nexus MAT. 

I realise that this could be a confusing and/or worrying time for you, and I would 

therefore encourage you to attend one of 3 open sessions I will be leading where you 

can learn more about the Trust and the conversion process. 

I will be in school on the following days/times next week: 

 Tuesday 6th December @ 2pm 

 Wednesday 7th December @ 10am 

 Wednesday 7th December @ 4pm 

If you are able to make any of these dates, then please call the school office to let them 

know you’ll be attending.  

If you are unable to attend, I can always be contacted via email at 

CEO@NexusMAT.org. I would also encourage you to review the Trust website 

www.NexusMAT.org, where you can find out more information about us. 
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It has been a privilege to work with the children and staff at Pennine View so far, and I 

am really excited about the progress we can make together. Everyone who has visited 

has said the same thing: that it is a beautiful school filled with beautiful children. 

In education, we have the power to change lives for the better. That power comes with 

a huge amount of responsibility to act fairly, openly and with transparency at all times 

and the school leadership have walked-this-walk since the moment I met them. 

So please: make contact if you have any concerns or queries about this process. If you 

have any concerns about the day-to-day running of the school or your child, then Mrs. 

Windle or Mr. Evans are always there to listen and respond. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this long and detailed letter. I am so very excited 

to be starting what I believe will be a truly successful and mutually beneficial 

relationship between Pennine View and Nexus Multi Academy Trust. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Warren Carratt 

Chief Executive Officer 

Nexus Multi Academy Trust 
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